[Familial Mediterranean fever and electroencephalographic changes. A clinical case].
The Authors describe the case of a non-Hebrew Italian girl suffering from short-lasting fever episodes, associated with abdominal colic, since the age of 3. The occurrence of acute arthrosynovitis during the last episode, at 12 years of age, clinically confirms the diagnosis of familial mediterranean fever, as previously supposed. The increase in urinary coproporphyrins, with normal values of delta-aminolevulinic acid and porphobilinogen poses the problem of the differential diagnosis between hereditary coproporphyria and secondary coproporphinuria. The importance of this case lies in the presence of electroencephalographic alteration since the first years of life, suggesting a temporal epilepsy for which the patient was at length submitted to anti-epileptic treatment. Electroencephalographic alterations, of different type and uneasy interpretation, are described in the literature with a frequency which does not seem accidental. Renal biopsy does not show amyloid, nor the RMN reveals cerebral abnormalities. The anti-epileptic therapy being withdrawn, the patient was treated with daily administrations of colchicine (1 mg/die); 18 months after, she is disease free.